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“WOULD THAT ALL GOD’S PEOPLE 
WERE PROPHETS....” 


EDITORIAL 


3s year our Brinton visitor Eric Moon pointed out that most Friends are 
“nominal Quakers.” We devote only a tiny percentage of our lives to living 
our faith. We don’t take the Peace Testimony to heart and we “utterly resent all wars” 
because they are “upsetting, inconvenient, time-consuming, and socially embarrass- 
ing.” We prefer to sit quietly in our Meetings and feel “smugly superior.” 

Friend Eric’s criticism stung, but it contains more than a grain of truth. As 
far as 1 know, no Western Yearly Meeting has taken a stand against the war in 
Iraq, or against torture, or against governmental deceptions to justify illegal and 
immoral policies both at home and abroad. In the interfaith circles where I 
spend much of my time, Quakers have a reputation for being on the forefront of 
the peace and justice movement. But our current inaction does not justify such 
a reputation. Most of us are sitting on our laurels. Our peace activism is largely 
initiated and carried on by proxy, by organizations such as Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL) and the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC). 

At Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s recent annual gathering, we were once 
again challenged to live our faith and to become the prophets that we are called 
(and reputed) to be. Jane Orion Smith, General Secretary of Canadian Friends 
Service Committee, asked us: “What would it be to live in a world where we 
were all patterns and examples, cheerful, answering that of God, sparing no 
deceit and always keeping ourselves clear?” She exhorted us to take our Quaker 
faith seriously, to live the “good news” as well as to acknowledge and oppose “the 
beast” which is fomenting war and oppression. 

This message touched our hearts and minds, and IMYM Friends decided to 
take some action. They approved two minutes: one on Iraq, and one on border 
issues (see p. 11 and also p. 20 for other minutes). 

The minute on Iraq, inspired by FNCL, asks Congress to pass a resolution 
saying that we intend to leave Iraq at some unspecified time. This intention 
needs to be spelled out because our government is building 14 permanent mili- 
tary bases in Iraq and apparently plans to be there indefinitely. Polls show that 
most Americans now agree that the war in Iraq is a mistake, and we should leave 
as soon as possible. Some politicians are beginning to get the message and call 
for withdrawal. IMYM’s statement on Iraq is therefore not radical or unrealis- 
tic, but an important and practical step in the right direction. 

Our prophetic tradition tells us we need to go deeper and further. Orion 
cites Moses’ saying, “Would that all God’s people were prophets.” Early Chris- 
tians and early Friends felt that we all can be prophets, thanks to the Holy Spirit 
and the Inward Light. To hear and respond to our Inward Prophet, we need to 
devote as much time as possible to prayer and reflection, and then spend time 
among those who are deeply grounded in the Spirit. In his wonderful pamphlet 
The Prophetic Stream, Bill Taber explains that prophecy is “contagious.” You can 
catch the spirit by hanging out with those who have connected with it. 

Being a prophet can be a risky business, however. As Orion points out, few 
are lining up for the job. If you feel led to speak out for peace and justice in your 
Meeting, you may find yourself resented and branded “un-spiritual” or “too 
political” by quietist Friends. But if you are grounded in the Spirit, you will not 
be deterred by what others think. You know that the Peaceable Kingdom is 


within you, within all of us, waiting to be born, waiting to transform the world. 


(Noto Maruncey 
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JANE ORION SMITH, General Secretary, 
Canadian Friends Service Committee, 
stirred the conscience of Friends with her 
message at Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
at Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico, 
June 16, 2005. The first part 1s reprinted 
here. The rest will be published in next 
month’ Friends Bulletin. The entire talk 
can be found at www.cfsc.quaker.ca 
under “News and Events.” Summing up 
her talk, Orion writes: 


Wr most agree that the world 
could use a few more prophets, 


we see few people signing up to learn 


to be one. The word “prophesy” itself — 
is highly charged with variable > 


meanings these days—some of which 


Continued on page 4 
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your carriage of life may preach 
_ among all sorts of people, and to 


_the Lord God you will be a sweet 


: The Journal of George Fox) 


une 


Jane Orion Smith at Ghost Ranch” 


“Be patterns, be examples in 
all countries, places, islands, 
nations, wherever you come; that 


them. Then you will come to walk 
cheerfully over the world, 
answering that of God in every 
one; whereby in them ye may be a 
blessing and make the witness of 
God in them to bless you. Then to 


George Fox at Ghost Runs 


savour and a blessing. 

“Spare no deceit. Lay the sword upon 1t; go over it; keep yourselves clear 
of the blood of all men, either by word, or writing or speaking. And keep 
yourselves clear ... that nothing may rule or reign but power and life itself, 
and that in the wisdom of God ye may be preserved in tt.” 


— An exhortation to Friends in the ministry from George Fox, 1656 (p. 263, Nickalls, ed., 
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Continued from page 3 


we may shy away from—yet we still 
recognize the need for what prophets 
bring: radical perspectives, a new sense 
of direction, and a call to action led by 
the Spirit. 

In Numbers 11:29, Moses says in 
exasperation, “Would that all the Lord’s 
people were prophets, that the Lord 
would put his spirit upon them!” 

What makes for good prophets? 
How is one prepared to be one? What 
is their purpose in helping to shake the 
foundations of societies that seem to 
have lost their moral compass? 

These are some of the questions 
that I address in my talk. 

soko 

“Be patterns, be examples” ... “walk 
cheerfully over the world” ... “answering 
that of God in everyone” ... “spare no 
deceitacekeep yourselves icleatma., 
What a call this is to us Quakers... a 
call to prophecy, to life, to ‘being.’ 
What would it be to live in a world 
where we were all patterns and 
examples, cheerful, answering that of 
God, sparing no deceit and always 
keeping ourselves clear? Fox’s call 
contains some of the most familiar 
sayings within Quakerism. We favor 
them because the words reflect our 
values—integrity and truthfulness; 
joyful living; the equality and divine 
nature of all persons. These few phrases, 
which Quakers have embraced for 
generations, express the essence of what 
it means to be Quaker, to be prophets 
answering that of God in all. 

It is a call to live a life of faith that 
is much more than a private spiritual 
experience, a call to a life that honors 
creation and upholds human dignity, 
that seeks “the good of the all” over that 
of the few. Fox wrote his letter to 
Friends to prepare them as they went 
out into the world to bear witness to 
their Quakerism. Most prophets, then 
and now, seem to rail only at what is 
wrong with the world. They tell us to 
turn our hearts to Jesus—or to good 
left- (or right-) wing politics—or risk 
damnation and the end of the world. 
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Once upon a time, the clarion calls of 
the secular prophets of social 
movements inspired me as I found 
others with a shared worldview. But 
after years of listening to the same tune, 
their voices sound like a broken record, 
singing only the bad news of the day. 
Their secular ranting has become as 
dogmatic as that of Jerry Falwell. 
We've heard those divisive 
theologies that not only divide human 
from human, but that also emphasize 
the separation between God and 
humans. This “theology of inherent 
sinfulness” has diminished us, rather 
than built us up. Hearing about all the 
things that humans do wrong week 
after week is my idea of hell and 
damnation. But, we have a choice: rather 
than focusing on what is sin—which 
in the New Testament literally means 


The prophetic message 
of Friends 
is the basis of answering to 
that of God in every one, 
a message of hope 
and opportunity. 


to miss the mark—isn’t it time that we 
talk about what is salvation—literally 
wholeness—what it is, how to achieve 
it, how to walk it and talk it? Isn’t it 
time that we remember that heaven is 
right here on earth, waiting to be 
revealed, to be lived into? What 
inspires us to actual transformation? 
The prophetic message of Friends is the 
basis of answering to that of God in 
every one, a message of hope and 


opportunity. 


SO WHAT MAKES FOR A GOOD 
PROPHET? A SUCCESSFUL PROPHET? 


The words 
“prophet” and “prophecy” come from 
the Hebrew “nabi” which has a root 
meaning of “to bubble forth, as from a 


we translate as 


spring,” hence “to utter” (see Ps. 45:1). 
That sounds attractive—bubbling 
forth, as from a spring. When you are 
hot and dry, what can be more 
refreshing to the ear or the tongue? 
When we were out dangling our feet 
in a spring at Box Canyon, the flow of 
the water was effortless and bedazzling, 
the water was refreshing, inviting, 
quenching—a pleasure to all the senses. 
What an unexpected image for 
prophecy. Yet clearly that gentle water 
could wear away rock. The traditional 
task of prophets was “to correct moral 
and religious abuses, to proclaim the 
great moral and religious truths which 
are connected with the character of 
God.” Any one speaking for God to 
humanity might thus be called a 
prophet, especially if their message is 
to preach morality and action 
consistent with that morality, or to 
check all attempts at tyranny. For me, 
those great truths are embodied in our 
testimonies of integrity, peace, 
community, simplicity, and equality. 

Contrary to popular opinion, 
ancient prophets did not foretell the 
future, rather they warned of probable 
consequences of our actions. Here is a 
modern-day example—if~ we 
unnecessarily buy bottled water, we 
reinforce the mistaken notion that 
public water systems are unsafe and 
encourage the privatization of life’s 
most essential requirement. So don't be 
surprised if one day, our water sources 
are controlled by corporations and only 
those who can afford clean water have 
access to it. It is already happening in 
parts of the world. And like me, you 
probably never considered that buying 
bottled water could be harmful, which 
highlights another role of prophets— 
to raise our awareness. 

Let’s take a quick look at the most 
famous biblical prophecy, the Revel- 
ation of John, which in recent years has 
been subject to much misinter- 
pretation. The word “Revelation” is the 
English translation of the Greek “apo- 
kalupse.” Apocalypse isn’t a code word 
for a “big bang end of the world.” No, 
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it literally means to “un-cover” or “lift 
the veil.” Revelation lifts the veil —in 
code and symbols—on the story of 
oppression and its causes—and on the 
story of the power of hope in times of 
oppression. In his text, John does what 
all true prophets do—he names the 
beast, revealing its true nature. The 
“beast” is a human, not a supernatural 
being at all, but one who has lost the 
capability to be humane and has thus 
become beastly. John’s prophecy reveals 
the truth of the suffering of those living 
under the economic and political 
oppression of the Roman Empire. The 
final veil that he lifts happens just when 
his audience is convinced that all would 
be well if only this “beast” was gone 
(sound familiar?). 

John reveals where the true 
transformation is needed...within the 
hearts and minds of his own audience 
for it is they themselves who are, in fact, 
participating in the “image (or nature) 
of the beast” and are in danger of 
becoming beasts themselves by 
participating in the economy of the 
oppression. The Empire will fall in on 
itself and justice will prevail when we 
stop supporting the 
oppression imposed by it. 

It’s not hard to see our own state 
of affairs, our own behavior, in the 
revelation story. I could do a whole 
exposé on the global security agenda 
and how it acts as a veil to economic 
agendas run in the name of fighting 
terrorism; about the international 
movement toward global surveillance 
through the creation of databanks of 
information on citizens worldwide that 
can be used to control, deter, or kill 
legitimate civil dissent, but frankly, you 
can read about that on the internet. 
Empires and apocalyptic visions have 
been with us for a long time. When 
have we not been in a “time of 
Empire”? When was the last time 
Mammon was not king? When was the 
last time the world did not have a 
nation act as a colonizer and exploiter 
(along with a range of colluders)? 

When has there not been a threat 


economic 
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against civil liberties and dissent? Call 
it empire, call it colonialism, call it the 
new world order. It is an old philosophy 
dressed up for the latest crusade. 
Across time, we have a lot of good 
company in times of empire: the 
Hebrew prophets, Jesus, our Quaker 
forbearers, all those, including those in 
this room today, who across time and 
place have worked for and continue to 
work for the establishment of the 
peaceable kingdom. And, who knows, 
by the end of the day, maybe someone 
here will want to write a modern-day 
apocalypse story. Today we too can 
name the beasts, describe our 
experience, and break the bonds of 
oppression. Naming our experience into 
existence—this is especially important 


We must question our 
choices, sometimes finding 
positive alternatives, 
sometimes choosing to not 
participate, while in others 
realizing that our best 
contribution is to change 
the beast through dialogue 
and relationship. 


for those among us who have 
experienced oppression in north and 
south. Today, within the context of 
“deep integration’—wherein the 
national policies of diverse countries like 
Canada, Iraq, and Colombia are being 
forcibly integrated with US economic 
and security policies—we must name 
the beast, that which threatens, 
oppresses and contains. It may be 
external beasts such as the military, 
corporations, governments, or the beasts 
within us that taint our spiritual 
activism—unbridled anger, hatred, the 
demonisation of others, jealousy, envy, 
fear, self-doubt. 


Only when we have named our 


story, and our obstacles, and have heard 
the stories of others, can we discern how 
we are participating in the oppression 
and know how to break ourselves free. 
(I suppose one might call John’s 
Revelation “biblical strategic 
planning.”) As in John’s time our first 
task is ceasing to participate in the 
economy of oppression perpetuated by 
the philosophy of empire. From the 
companies we choose to work for, to the 
things we buy and where we buy them, 
to the investments we make if we have 
such income, to the values we hold, we 
must ask ourselves difficult questions 
about our collusion with the deeply 
ingrained values of empire. 

logbe «clear acne, economy,.ot 
oppression also includes those patterns 
of behaviour affecting our relations 
with the earth...and with each other. 
Change can be a real struggle, I don't 
want to underplay that or sound like a 
pontificator from above the struggle. 
The questions and thoughts of this 
plenary have arisen from my own 
engagement with the world and in 
relationships with others, about what 
it means to live a Spirit-led life, a just 
life. And the challenges can be as simple 
as this: my favorite chocolate bar 
(available only in Canada) is Coffee 
Crisp—made by Nestlé. Well, everyone 
knows about Nestlé and their efforts 
to get women in developing countries 
to feed their babies prepared formula 
rather than breast milk. So, simple as it 
sounds, do I stand in solidarity with 
my sisters in the south, or do I succumb 
to base desire? Same deal with that 
Diet Coke when I want a hit of 
caffeine—Coke has been implicated in 
allowing harassment, even the killing, 
of union organizers at its plants in 
Colombia, and their operations have 
depleted the tables oF 
communities in developing countries, 
profoundly affecting crop production 
and water supplies for people. Well, 
sometimes, I choose that Coffee Crisp 
or that Diet Coke, doing exactly what 
I know I should not (ah, shades of Saint 
Pals. 2): 


water 


From this simple choice—over a 
snack—the ante just keeps going up: 
big agri-business’ impact on small 
farmers and the environment through 
pesticide use and genetically modified 
seed; the globalised clothing industry’s 
underpayment of workers while owners 
and middlemen make a fortune; 
continued unsustainable logging 
practices in British Columbia and 
around the world; and, alas, 
consumption of gas, oil, and other 
nonrenewable energy resources which 
perpetuate war and global warming. 
Well, there you have it—food, clothing, 
and shelter. What is a gal to do? We 
apparently prefer ignorance and 
convenience, while being continually 
taught to satisfy our personal desires 
over others’ welfare. Sometimes, I think, 
we prefer not knowing the impact and 


my 


meaning of our consumer choices. Yet 
this is the foundation of the economy 
of oppression. 

Yes, it can feel impossible to avoid 
getting blood on our hands, but we 
have to start where we are, one step at a 
time, and keep moving forward. We 
must question our choices, sometimes 
finding positive alternatives, sometimes 
choosing to not participate, while in 
others realizing that our best 
contribution is to change the beast 
through dialogue and relationship. 
Much as the apocalypse is not about 
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the big bang, shaking the foundations 
is not what it seems either; it is all about 
changing our ways, measure by measure, 
and thereby changing our world a step 
at a time. 

In his book, Taming the Hydra, 
Adam Curle used the mythic Hydra, 
the beast with many heads, in his 
exploration of social and political 
systems and the efforts for change. Fear, 
greed, control, anger, domination—all 
these things feed the hydra and, when 
we cut off one head, another two grow. 
But, since we cannot kill the beast, for 
violence only begets violence as Jesus 
and Gandhi so poignantly told us 
through their own social witness, then 
we must transform it. And the beast is 
not just the Empire, as John tells us, it 
is us—we ourselves have bought into 
so many of its values and cultural 
assumptions—consumerism being 
chief among them. And in this 
engagement, as prophets we have to 
start where people are, not where we 
want them to be. 

John’s final revelation is, that just 
as oppression is within us, so is justice. 
It is a call for us to bring about justice 
within our lives and community, not 
to wait for the government to change. 
Within these stories of oppression, of 
transforming the beast, we need visions 
of hope, like John’s vision of the New 


Jerusalem descending from heaven, for 


hope feeds the soul: 
It has the glory of God and a 
radiance like a very rare jewel... the 
city is... clear as glass...I saw no 
temple in the city, for its temple is 
the Lord God the Almighty and 
the Lamb ... The nations will walk 
by its light... Its gates will never 
be shut by day—and there will be 
no night there (Revelation 21:11- 
252 NRSVas 
This is not a vision of exclusion— 
who will be in or out of heaven—rather, 
it is a vision of inclusion where all are 
welcome. No gates are ever shut ... this 
vision of inclusion by John has also 
been seen by others. George Fox gave 
Friends an enduring vision when he 
stood atop Pendle Hill in 1652 and saw 
a great people to be gathered and that 
“the ocean of darkness will be overcome 
by the ocean of light.” Martin Luther 
King Jr, on the day before his 
assassination in 1967, said, “I’ve been 
to the mountain top...I have seen the 
promised land,” reminding us that as 
far away as justice seems, it is still within 
our reach. Each in their own way seeks 
to remind us that the peaceable 
kingdom lives in our soul, waiting to 
get out and be lived into existence.O 


To be continued... 
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JANE ORION SMITH is the General 
Secretary of Canadian Friends Service 
Committee, the peace and service arm of 
Canadian Yearly Meeting. She also serves 
as past chair on the Board of Kairos, the 
ecumenical justice agency in Canada. Jane 
Orion has a concern for spiritual discipline 
as we seek leadings, undertake “activism” 
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and generally live life. She 1s also interested 
in dialogue among people of difference, 
particularly branches of Friends. She has 
led workshops and published on soctal 
concerns, sexuality and spirituality, and 
Quakerism in Canada, the USA, and the 
UK. She served as a Friend-in-Residence 
at Woodbrook Quaker College (1996— 


1999). In a “previous life,” she was a 
lighting-and-set designer, with a focus on 
the development of new Canadian plays. 
Jane Orion 1s very happily married to Janet 
Ross Melnyk of Atlanta Friends Meeting, 
a biblical scholar, who will be moving to 
Toronto, Ontario later this year. 
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STATE OF INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING REPORT 


Left to right: Judy Ray, recording clerk (Pima Meeting, Tucson, AZ); Cynthia Smith, co-clerk (Moab, UT, Meeting); Hal Wright, co-clerk (Mt View 
Meeting, Denver, CO), and Nancy Marshall, co-recording clerk (Phoenix, AZ, Meeting). 


STATE OF THE 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 


by Hal Wright 
Co-Clerk of Intermountain YM 


“Has the Truth prospered amon x Friends since 
last yearly meeting, and are Friends in peace 
and unity?” 


The Yearly Meeting received “state 
of the meeting” reports from fourteen of 
seventeen monthly meetings. Collect- 
ively, they are the most satisfying and 
thought-provoking we have received in 
many a year. Reading through them is 
like panning for gold; you keep 
uncovering these nuggets, sentences that 
jump off the page at you. In what follows, 
I will often let a monthly meeting speak 
to us in its own words. 

Meetings report they grow in 
strength and unity although not 
necessarily in numbers. However, within 
the generally positive reports one 
frequently detects elements of tension, a 
restless searching for something more. 
The last sentence of one meeting’s letter 
speaks for many: “God is not finished 
with us.” 

ALBUQUERQUE (NM) MonrTHLY 
MEETING reports: “We are a diverse 
group of friends held together by a strong 
bond... in the spiritual cohesiveness of 
our gathered meetings for worship.” 
Continuing: “We’ve been encouraged by 
the willingness of so many to share the 
meeting’s work in whatever way they 
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can.” Albuquerque’s peace and social 
concerns committee engaged in a six- 
month threshing “...to discern the 
leadings of committee members towards 
appropriate social issues for us to explore. 
Wanting to investigate themes thought- 
fully and deeply, rather than jump from 


one hot button issue to another, we’ve 


Reading through [state of the 
Meeting reports] is like panning 
for gold; you keep uncovering 
these nuggets, sentences that 
jump off the page at you. 


decided to focus for the next few years 
on three themes: youth and the 
military...civil liberties...and the 
environment.” Albuquerque Meeting’s 
facilities expansion proceeds well. They 
sound a cautionary note: “Our meeting 
struggles to maintain critical balance 
between activity and quiet, growth and 
simplicity, fellowship and clarity.” 
BOULDER (CO) MEETING has 
programs rich in diversity and scope, a 
depth of resources and a grounding in 
friends tradition arguably unmatched in 
Yearly Meeting. Which activities of this 
meeting should be singled out amid so 
many? Boulder has taken the new 
Roaring Fork Worship Group in western 
Colorado under its care. “A series of three 
program on ‘elderhood’ helped those in 
meeting to think about how to become a 


spiritual elder...” Yet Boulder asks itself: 
“Was the apparent growing detachment 
from the work of our committees...a 
symptom of a feeling of practical and 
spiritual overload due in part to forgetting 
the Quaker testimonies of sincerity and 
simplicity? Did we need to rethink our 
commitments and concerns in order to 
discern which of them truly rise from 
prayerful leadings and which do not?” 

AMARILLO (TX) WorsuHip Group 
says that it welcomes all visitors and 
travelers. “Even though our group is 
small, we definitely think of ourselves as 
a Quaker community.” 

Socorro (NM) Worsuie Group 
has eight to ten people in attendance at 
their every-other-Sunday meetings. They 
are grateful to receive visitors from other 
meetings. 

COLORADO SprINGS (CO) MEET- 
ING gains in strength. Its meeting facility 
is stretched beyond its capacity, and they 
say: “This is a source of joy and spiritual 
encouragement for all of us, as well as a 
sign that our decision to find a suitable 
home was taken in the Light and will be 
blessed when the way opens.” Colorado 
Springs’ growth leads it to engage in 
efforts to bring its organization more into 
conformity with Friends traditional 
practices. Concluding: “Our growth in 
attendance, the strength of our outreach 
in peace and social concerns, and the 
depth of our communion and 
friendships...are all signs of the 
prospering of Truth among us.” 

Duranco (CO) MEETING says, 
“This has been a year of deepening our 


e 


ministry, broadening our care for one 
another, letting our souls gather in 
worship, laughter and tears.” At their 
weekend spiritual retreat at Endaba, 
“One artist Friend told of how it feels to 
make the first touch of a brush to a fresh 
canvas, and how that is her commitment 
when coming into the gathered silence.” 
Durango reports: “We are learning that 
Meeting for Worship doesn’t close until 
we rise with a silent circle and the young 
people have shared their first day 
experience. We have seen shy children 
draw power from our quiet listening and 
gentle encouragement.” The San Juan 
and Mancos Valley Worship Groups 
have ceased to meet regularly. Durango 
Meeting challenges itself in asking: “Is 
our meeting for worship a gathered 
worship that truly reaches into the 
interiors of the people present? Is it a 
meaningful worship experience that 
becomes an irreplaceable part of the 
week, and serves as a basis for daily 
spiritual investment?” 

“THe Ext Paso (TX) MEETING 
continues to meet and grow.... We 
continue to pray for peace so our troops 
can come home and be with their 
families where they belong.” 

FiacstaFF (AZ) MEETING “con- 
tinues to thrive on its precious resources, 
much as a desert plant, by growing 
slowly and carefully maintaining its vital 
core: the meeting itself...Just as the tiny 
desert plant bursts forth with blossom 
after a nourishing rain, our meeting has 
grown closer and has deepened our 
spiritual experience.” 

GiLa (NM) MEETING has grown 
from an average attendance of 8-10 to 
about 12-16. Its report highlights the 
peace and social justice work impelled 
by the energy within this meeting. Its 
report closes: “In spite of the small 
membership we believe meeting has been 
able to accomplish many goals in 
keeping with Quaker testimonies and 
witness.” 

Las Cruces (NM) MEETING has 
welcomed new members and taken on 
the improvement of its building. It will 
conduct a Quaker 101 course to teach 
its members the historic Quaker 
foundation of a spiritual life and how it 
flows into daily life. Las Cruces is active 
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in peace and social justice work, but notes 
that the work is individually focused and 
no single project engages the entire 
community. 

Moas (UT) MEETING Is proud of 
its social work. Their first day school 
members are working on a religion badge 
for Scouting. They learned their Quaker 
history and undertook the tasks to earn 
Quaker Scouting’s “That of God” Award. 
Moab closes its report saying, “Our 
monthly worship sharing helps us 
explore our values and our spiritual 
journeys.” 

Mountain View (CO) MEETING 
strives to deepen its spirituality through 
efforts to improve the quality of its 
meeting for worship, examining its 
processes to find unity in its meetings for 
business, by adult education, in first day 
school and though an active peace and 
justice committee. “The heart and soul 
of our meeting continues to be our 


“Many of us, feeling parched by 
the frantic busyness of our work 
lives, come to meeting to drink 
the living water, in the hope that 
we may flow out as spiritual 
springs or fountains in our 
weekly interactions with those 
we meet and serve...” 


— Tempe (AZ) Friends 


various meetings for worship and our 
commitment to providing spiritual 
education for our children and all 
members and attenders though first day 
school, Quaker studies, spiritual journeys 
and the School of the Spirit program.” 
Mountain View has taken the new Three 
Rivers Worship Group in Delta, 
Colorado under its care. It conducted a 
rewarding spiritual formation program. 
One of the program readings 
wasMarcelle Martin’s Pendle Hill 
pamphlet Invitation to a Deeper 
Communion (see review on p. 21). The 
pamphlet’s subject led a small group to 
experiment with extended meetings for 
worship lasting over two hours. 
Participants report that the second hour 
moves to a deeper level than commonly 
experienced in a meeting for worship. 


“Pima (AZ) MontTHLY MEETING is 
a diverse community, nurturing the 
spiritual development of its members and 
attenders. We are enriched by the wisdom 
and experience of our elder members and 
likewise by the enthusiasm, insight and 
gifts demonstrated by those new to our 
meeting and Friends’ ways... We are once 
again recognizing the need to address 
pastoral care...relating to diminished 
capacity due to age or health.” Pima does 
not say so, but the past year serves to 
remind us all to cherish our elders and 
to learn from them while they are among 
us. Five of the eight memorial minutes 
that will be read to Yearly Meeting this 
year were forwarded from Pima. 

CascaBEL (AZ) WG. sends 
greetings to Friends everywhere. “Os 
continuing interest in restoration of 
health of the land through involvement 
in Saquaro-Juniper and the Cascabel 
Hermitage Association remains the core 
of our spiritual life.” Cascabel notes that 
the number of visitors seemed to wane 
this year. 

CocuisE (AZ) FRIENDS contend 
with variable attendance due to the vast 
distances that Friends must travel to be 
together. But it reports: “In spite of our 
scatteredness, Cochise Friends Worship 
Group is alive and lively.” 

Sat Lake (UT) City MEETING, in 
its own words, “is thriving,” with 25 to 
35 attending meeting for worship. They 
have found a new home to accommodate 
their growing numbers, purchasing a 
church building erected in 1914. Salt 
Lake continues to support coal miners in 
their struggle to unionize against the 
Kingston clan that owns the Co-op Mine. 
Salt Lake is also seeking its response to 
Utah’s new law that allows persons to 
bring concealed weapons into church. 
Whether to take advantage of exceptions 
allowed by the law, or to make a more 
forceful protest is a decision for which 
Salt Lake City Meeting still seeks unity. 

SANTA (NM) FE MEETING reports 
“This past year has been one of growth 
for the Santa Fe Meeting.” Care for the 
CLEARLIGHT WorsHiP Group in Taos, 
NM, passed from Albuquerque to Santa 
Fe Meeting this year. Growth makes it 
necessary for Santa Fe Meeting to find a 
way to conserve and restore its precious 
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1880's adobe meeting house with its 
fragile frescoes. The Alternatives to 
Violence Project of Northern New 
Mexico, nurtured by the meeting, became 
an independent organization. Santa Fe 
established a Draft and Military 
Counseling Committee which hosted 
gatherings at a local teen center, 
distributed a “Guide to Military 
Counseling Resources” to all high school, 
college and public libraries in the state, 
and the meeting has become a repository 
for letters of conscience from young adults 
seeking to establish the religious basis 
for their conscientious objection. 

Lastly, Tempe (AZ) MONTHLY 
MEETING. Last alphabetically and last 
appropriately here because it is Tempe 
that reminds us that “God is not finished 
with us.” I hesitate to single out the report 
of one meeting. Nonetheless, I suggest 
that Friends read Tempe Monthly 
Meeting’s “State of the Meeting Report”. 
Ask yourselves and your meeting the 
queries that Tempe poses. 


e “Do we, instead of knowing our 
differences, do enough to understand 
each other and, even as we differ, take 
the opportunities to learn from and 
nourish each other?” 

e “Are we, sometimes, too busy, too 
distant from one another’s personal lives, 
or perhaps too shy, to ‘get up and do what 
needs to be done’ for meaningful 
engagement in one another’s lives?” 

e“Have we been less than sufficiently 
attentive to the particular needs of single 
parents, childless couples, our unmarried, 
adoptive, widowed, remarried, blended 
and homosexual family members?” 

e “Are we motivated by a principled 
or obligatory opposition to the military 
form of worldly domination rather than 
a sense of spiritual and absolute release 
from conflict?” 

e“Are we brave enough to share one 
another’s burdens, to reach into each 
others’ souls?” 

“Our community seems most at 


home, most at ease, most interconnected 
during worship....We strive, not always 
successfully, to reach the depth and 
intensity of shared expectancy, the 
building sense of waiting for the inward 
and corporate prompting of the 
divine....Many of us, feeling parched by 
the frantic busyness of our work lives, 
come to meeting to drink the living water, 
in the hope that we may flow out as 
spiritual springs or fountains in our 
weekly interactions with those we meet 
and serve....Like blossoms waiting on the 
tree, many of us yearn to draw from the 
spiritual root and search for insight into 
what efforts we should put forth to 
become fruitful.... While we examine our 
own lives and our attempts to live up to 
our faith, we should remember that we 
to ‘have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God, and try to remain humbly 
open to God’s guidance and revel- 
ation....God is not finished with us.” 

The letters from our monthly meetings 
contain much to teach us all. 0 


STATE OF INTERMOUNTAIN 
YEARLY MEETING 


And what about our Yearly Meeting? 

Although we seem to be growing in 
maturity as a faith community, our 
numbers are declining, not increasing. 
The archivist’s preliminary report 
indicates that adult membership has 
declined from 1,026 in 2002 to 1,008 in 
2004. Are we concerned about this? 
Should we be? What does it say about 
the relevance of our faith and practice in 
our place and time? What does it mean 
for our witness to the world? 

Money. We have rebuilt Yearly 
Meeting reserves to reasonably prudent 
levels and escaped the crisis that hobbled 
us for two years. But with the easing of 
financial strain comes again upward 
pressure on expenses. To what purpose? 
At what cost? 

The business of the Yearly Meeting 
is generally effective and well conducted. 
The program here at Ghost Ranch 
improves each year and a special bond 
binds us Quakers to this Presbyterian 
retreat center. Yet we have trouble finding 
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enough willing servants to do the 
Meeting’s work. Why? Should we ask 
ourselves the same question that Boulder 
asked: “Was the apparent growing 
detachment from the work of our 
committees...a symptom of a feeling of 
practical and spiritual overload due in part 
to forgetting the Quaker testimonies of 
sincerity and simplicity?” Are we trying 


There was a time three hundred 
years ago when Quakers were 
convinced they would change the 
world. How will we do that?.... 
The old ways aren’t working. 
Are there different ways? 


too hard corporately, or are some of us 
individually not bearing our fair share? 
Support for the IMYM/AFSC Joint 
Service Project is strong across all 
meetings that expressed themselves to the 
matter. Friends clearly are proud of it 
and want it to continue. But why are we 
bedeviled by criticisms of its financial 
burden, its governance and administrative 
structure and our relationship with the 


three regions of the AFSC partnered with 
us in this? Friends resist financial 
assessments to support this work, but are 
generous in their contributions. What 
are we to make of this? What is it about 
money that distracts us from this good 
work? 

We are reaching a critical point in 
the writing of a book of discipline, a faith 
and practice for our Yearly Meeting. 
This effort was not undertaken with 
universal support, but it has required us 
to examine who we are. Are we only a 
fellowship or a gathered Quaker meeting? 
Do we want to be a larger community of 
shared religious values and divinely 
guided work? Our discussions concerning 
the faith and practice document over the 
next year or two will either obliquely or 
directly answer these questions. A lack 
of unity will also be an answer. 

How does the Yearly Meeting enrich 
the spiritual life and peace work of 
Quakers in the monthly meetings? What 
is its role in strengthening and nourishing 
the meetings? As a Yearly Meeting, is our 
witness and testimony in this world 
stronger and louder than the sum of our 
monthly meetings? 


For all of our programs and all of 
our work, there are two issues that can 
prove to be particularly divisive: money, 
and our processes for decision-making. 

Somehow, the question of money— 
how much we spend, or for what, or how 
we raise it—is generating an unhealthy 
amount of unfriendly heat. How do we 
keep money in its place, recognizing that 
it cannot be ignored? Will we discern 
who we are and what we do as a Quaker 
community first, with the raising of the 
necessary funds flowing from that 
discernment? Or will money define and 
limit or divide us for its own account? 

Decision-making? The desire to do 
good work sometimes pressures us to 
rush ahead of our spiritual unity. How 
do we take care to leave no one behind, 
until we are sure that despite God’s 
leading they choose to hold us back? 
The Yearly Meeting faces challenges in 
its decision-making because of the 
infrequency of our gatherings and the 
great distances that separate our monthly 
meetings. What must the Yearly Meeting 
do to restore the timelessness and infinity 
of spiritual unity? What responsibility 
will the monthly meetings shoulder in 
this? 

I lay before you now a concern that 
we face a problem much more subtle and 
difficult than these. 

At the end of the seventeenth century, 
following the death of George Fox, 


YEARLY MEETING 


MINUTES 


A MINUTE FOR 
A SENSIBLE TRANSITION TO 
AN ENDURING PEACE IN IRAQ. 


Holding in our prayers the people 
of Iraq and all others affected by this 
war, the 2005 gathering of the 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends calls upon 
the United States Congress to adopt a 
resolution declaring: “It is the policy 
of the United States to withdraw all 
US military troops and bases from 


Iraq.” 
10 


Quakers slipped into an extended period 


of Quietism. They withdrew into the 
safety and isolation of their meetings. The 
Society of Friends never recovered. The 
ghost of Quietism still haunts us. It is 
the other presence in our meetings. We 
are a peculiar people. The remnant of 
God’s covenant people, declining in 
numbers. Doing good work, con- 
scientiously continuing our witness, but 
increasingly irrelevant in American 
society. Rufus Jones once said that Friends 
are respected, but that being respected is 
not the same as being heard. God does 
not call us to be quiet or unheard or 
irrelevant. Our task is not to speak truth 
to a secular power that doesn't hear or 
care, but to displace that un-Godly power 
with the True Power that rules over all. 
There was a time three hundred years 
ago when Quakers were convinced and 
convicted they would change the world. 
How will we do that? That is what the 
theme of this Yearly Meeting is all about. 
“Shaking of the Foundations: A Call to 
Prophesy.” The old ways aren’t working. 
Are there different ways? How do we 
strike down injustice, not merely do what 
we can to relieve its violence on the poor, 
the orphan, the widow, the alien and the 
outcast? 

When one reads the state of the 
meeting reports, it is obvious that each 
meeting measures itself by what it does 
beyond its community. How can we be 
more than witnesses for the Truth; how 
can we be the agents of real change? Are 


The United States’ military bases 
under construction in Iraq are illegal 
under the Geneva Convention. They 
have led to a worldwide perception that 
the United States intends an occupation 
of indefinite duration. This perception 
helps resistance groups recruit 
supporters and fuels much violent 
activity in the area. 

We ask the Clerks of this gathering 
to present a copy of this minute to all 
the members of Congress representing 
those in this gathered meeting and to 
encourage the individual Monthly 
Meetings and Worship Groups here 
represented to adopt a minute similar 
to the one above. We also encourage 
these various meetings to present a copy 


we called to be mere examples in the way 
we live our lives? Or are we called to a 
different labor, to be gatherers of the 
harvest? 

The task of harvesting is daunting. 
We will not see it finished. Joe Volk, the 
Executive Secretary of the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, 
speaking to the FCNL General 
Committee four years ago, said, “It is the 
task of each generation to pass its 
unfulfilled vision on to the next, in all 
faith that its vision will one day be 
fulfilled.” The fulfillment of that vision 
advances by steps and we are assigned 
steps to take. What is required of us today, 
as Quakers and as a meeting? 

Jesus, a hard master, told his 
followers: 

“My food is to do the will of the One 
who sent me, and to accomplish the task 
given to me. Do you say, “There are yet 
four months, and then comes the 
harvest?’ But I say to you, lift up your 
eyes, look on the fields, they are white 
for the harvest. Already he who reaps 1s 
receiving his wages and is gathering the 
fruit of life, so that he who sows and he 
who reaps may rejoice together. For in 
this case the saying is true, ‘one sows and 
another reaps.’ I send you to reap that 
which you have not labored. Others have 
labored, and now you follow into that 
labor.” 

God is not finished with us.O 


of the above minute and the one 
adopted by the local meeting to the 
appropriate media in their area to 
achieve the widest possible 
dissemination of our intent. 


MIGRANT AND BORDER ISSUES: 
A MINUTE TO MONTHLY MEETING 
REGARDING FCNL PRIORITIES 


The 2005 gathering of the 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting calls 
upon individual members and our 
constituent Monthly Meetings to 
express to the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation our heartfelt 
concern for the tragic situation along 
the United States-Mexican border. 
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Twelve million people work in the 
United States without legal rights or 
protections, and between 3,000 and 
10,000 have died crossing into the 
United States across our southwestern 
deserts in the last 10 years. 

Monthly Meetings and individual 
Friends are asked conscientiously to 
respond to FCNL legislative priorities 
questionnaires in order to express our 
region’s expectation that FCNL will 
energetically address the suffering of 
migrants and their families caused by 
current US immigration policies and 
the militarization of our southern 
border. 

We seek the prioritization of this 
concern in FCNLs work in the 110 
Congress statement of legislative 
priorities. Only with strong grassroots 
regional support can representatives of 
the Yearly Meeting to FCNL 
successfully pursue the higher 
prioritization of this concern to the 


General Committee of the FCNL. 


INTERMOUNTAIN 
YEARLY MEETING 


EPISTLES 


To Friends Everywhere: 

Once again we send our warm 
greetings from the rugged and beautiful 
landscape of northern New Mexico, 
where we have gathered in the company 
of over 300 Friends in the “magic place,” 
as one attender called Ghost Ranch, a 
serene, supportive “home” where no doors 
are locked. The past year of continued 
war, reports of torture, and political 
divisiveness has been a strain in many of 
our lives, and it restores our spirits to 
know that we are not alone in our desire 
for peace, here and among Friends 
throughout the world. As always at Ghost 
Ranch, the wind whistled off the red and 
yellow rock walls and between the old 
adobe buildings. This year it seemed to 
breathe a word: Listen. Listen to the 
stories of genocide survivors in Rwanda. 
Listen to Israelis and Palestinians. Listen 
to the myriad birds and creatures around 
us. Listen to that of God in each other 


July-August 2005 FRIENDS BULLETIN 


and in our own hearts. Listen...to the call 
to prophesy. 

The theme for this year’s gathering 
was “Shaking the Foundations: a Call to 
Prophesy.” Early seminars segued into 
the keynote message, encouraging us to 
make room in our lives to go spiritually 
deeper in various ways so that we may 
go out into the world as prophets. Jane 
Orion Smith, the General Secretary of 
the Canadian Friends Service Committee, 
energized Friends with a keynote address 
rich with biblical, Quaker, personal, and 
musical language reminding Friends that 


“Prophesy, like God, is really a verb. The 


; ay y \4 
Linda Raczek, Durango (CO), reading 
Yearly Meeting Epistle 

task of living in the Light requires us to 
do as John and his community did in the 
time of the Roman Empire: to lift the 
veil, to see the world as it is, to transform 
ourselves and, by extension, the world, to 
realize a truly new world order, the 
peaceable kingdom.” 

We asked ourselves: What would our 
lives look like if we embraced the verb 
prophesy? What if we were all prophets, 
“living the peaceable kingdom into 
existence” through faithfulness to God’s 
will and message? We have all treasured 
those among us who lived a prophetic 
witness, showing God’s love, living out 
God’s will (whether or not they saw or 
acknowledged the divine nature of what 
they did). 

Themes which came up again and 
again during the Yearly Meeting were: 
the call to act boldly in our leadings; the 
need to listen—in Quaker business, in 


discerning the will of God, and the great 


power of compassionate listening in 
reconciling grievous divisions; and issues 
of money, which, as our co-clerks warned, 
are “generating an unhealthy amount of 
unfriendly heat.” How can we match the 
wonderful emotional and verbal support 
we give our projects with the dollars 
needed to sustain them? The yearly 
meeting’s beloved Joint Service Project 
continues to struggle financially, even 
while many in Yearly Meeting sing its 
praises. As a Friend stated, from past 
experience we know the participants in 
Quaker service projects are “the weighty 
Friends of the future.” 

We were blessed by the presence of 
a visitor from Rwanda Yearly Meeting, 
Cecile Nyiramana. Though she lived 
through the terrible genocide inflicted on 
her nation ten years ago, she brought 
news of hope and healing. Her programs, 
sponsored by Rwandan Friends and 
supported by Friends in our own Yearly 
Meeting and around the world, have 
brought women on both sides of the 
ethnic conflict together to share their 
stories and work toward peace and 
reconciliation. Surely this soft-spoken, 
gentle Friend is an example of the 
prophetic witness described by our 
keynote speaker. 

There was a feeling of extended 
family as Friends worried over the health 
of a few Friends who had to be rushed to 
the hospital. All but one returned by the 
rise of Meeting, and that child we hold 
in our prayers. 

Our children were a joy to watch as 
they cared for and nurtured each other. 
Two of our Senior Young Friends did an 
amazing job of fundraising to help 
themselves and hopefully other young 
Friends from around the world to attend 
the World Gathering of Young Friends 
scheduled for later this summer. 

As we go back out into the world, 
we exhort each other and all of you, our 
brothers and sisters around the world, to 
be bolder, to love more, to be less 
comfortable, to share wealth and 
privilege, to surrender to the Light, and 
to listen, listen, listen.—Hal/ Wright and 
Cynthia Smith, Clerks of Intermountain 
Yearly Meeting 
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CHILDREN’S YEARLY MEETING EPISTLE 


Greetings Friends everywhere! 

This is the Epistle of Children’s 
Yearly Meeting, Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting 2005. Here, next to the creek, 
in between the big red rocks of Ghost 
Ranch, we saw baby birds in an old nest, 
hiked to an eagle nest, took care of baby 
quails, built robots out of recycled 
materials, and went 
swimming, swimming. We decided one 
of our big rules is no sticks or rocks. 

In worship sharing, we considered 
these queries: share something you like 
about yourself, and where do you look 
for God? We sensed God in our friends, 
laughter, play, quiet at nighttime, helping 
others, and the silence. 

We learned that prophecy 1s 
when God speaks through you to 
speak or act for others, and we 
expressed that in making banners. 
Some of the messages on our banners 
included Peace and Love, Simplicity, 
God doesn’t like War, I love God and 
You Should Too. Orion, our keynote 
speaker, with the help of Janet, taught 
us about life’s balances by building a 
pyramid made of us kids. We learned 
from John Calvi about Zoom, Boing, 
and Zorch, and how healing energy moves 
and is blocked. 

We put together a skit on how God 
speaks through us to make world changes 
and shared many laughs in the process. 

We began our week with music and 
ended it with joy and love in our hearts. 

We found God in our Children’s 
Yearly Meeting at IMYM 2005. 

May you share in our joy. 


swimming, 


JUNIOR YOUNG FRIENDS EPISTLE 


Dear Quakers of the World, 

We are the Junior Young Friends of 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting at Ghost 
Ranch in 2005. 

We write to tell you of the many fun, 
education, and spiritual activities we 
participated in during Intermountain 
Yearly Meeting at Ghost Ranch: 


e We did the High Ropes and Low 
14 
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Ropes courses, canoeing, hiking, and a 
campout. 

eWe did a meditation with Jane Orion 
Smith. 

eWe did fun activities like henna tattoos 
and tie dye with the Senior Young 
Friends. 

e Some of us worked on the doll project, 
helping make dolls to send to children 
who don’t have toys. 

e Some of us attended a seminar on 
service and helped in an organic garden 
in Espafiola. We learned about the mix 
of cultures here in Northern New 
Mexico. And we toured to Los Alamos 
Lab, the birthplace of the atom bomb. 
We were surprised to see in the museum 
that the atom bomb was portrayed as a 
good thing. 
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e We had a spirited discussion with the 
Senior Young Friends, trying to work out 
the sticky issue of figuring out when a 
person is mature enough to become a 
Senior Young Friend. 

e Like last year, we met with John Calvi, 
the Quaker healer. 

e We made some collaborative music 
games. 

e We began each day with AVP 
(Alternatives to Violence Project) 
activities led by volunteers from our 
Quaker community. 

e We had fun building community 
through working on a Junior Young 
Friends skit for creativity night. 

e And we played Capture the Flag with 
the SYF. 


We love gathering for Quaker 
Fellowship at Ghost Ranch. We love 
the wonderful scenery and the cool nights, 


Meyer, Pierre Miller and David Wampler 


in spite of the annoying bug bites. 
When we find a place that is total 
silence, we feel we are ready to listen to 
God. 
When we are up in high places, we 
feel we can see anywhere in the world. 


May the Light within be with you. 
Senior YOUNG FRIENDS EPISTLE 


Dear Friends, 

Hello and greetings from us: the 
Senior Young Friends at Intermountain 
Yearly Meeting. It is with great pleasure 
that we write this, our epistle, while 
sitting in front of a blazing and quite 
enlightening sparking bonfire. Seeing 
that you are now reading this, there were 
obviously no large accidents. Thus, we 
will soon leave yearly meeting quite intact 
and open-minded and perhaps a bit 
more tired than we were when we 
arrived. The week has been full of 
exciting activities with sleep as the 
last thing on anyone’s mind. 

We began the week on Sunday 
with the notorious “early days” which 
basically means we had no three- 
hour-long business meeting and could 
spend most of our time playing games 
» and bonding. Favorite games included 

the elusive Psychiatrist and the 

dangerous Mafia (a.k.a. Career 
Politician). We also played numerous 
other games and got to test our skills on 
the scary and exhilarating high ropes 
course. Our creative sides came out when 
we chose to paint bandannas and make 
embroidery thread bracelets and such. 
The more ambitious of us spent the 
morning hiking and swimming in the 
creek up at Box Canyon. Others of us 
spent our days attending a service project 
seminar led by Mike Gray. Perhaps one 
of the best things about early days was 
the ability to include several Junior Young 
Friends in our daily activities. 

Far too soon, early days were over 
and we progressed into our normal 
meeting agendas. Important issues this 
year included an SYF/JYF discussion 
concerning SYF age limits and another 
quite enthralling discussion on gender and 
its role in our yearly meeting and our lives. 
We also attended a couple of discussions, 
one led by our own Andrew Peterson on 
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nuclear weapons and the FCNL, and 
another led by John Calvi, Quaker healer, 
in which we came in touch with our own 
healing energy. During mealtimes we had 
the opportunity to meet with Frances 
McAlister, possibly the oldest Quaker in 
our regions, an amazing and generous 
lady with a kind heart and delightful 
sense of humor. We had hoped to 
schedule a discussion with her later in 
the week but unfortunately found our 
schedule exceedingly full. 

One of the reasons our schedule 
remained so full was due to the fact that 
large number of nominations and 
approvals had to be made for the 
following yearly meeting. Positions up for 
grabs include one Friendly Adult 
Presence, two clerks, and numerous state 
representatives. They are clerks David 
Wampler and Risa Thronweber and FAP 
Lisa Motz-Storey. Reps were chosen but 
will remain unnamed. 


Other activities included meeting 
with the Faith and Practice committee to 
define the role of Senior Young Friends 
in the upcoming book. We also led and 
participated in the most loved and 
inspirational IMYM 
intergenerational worship sharing. 

This tradition has been the source 
of much enlightenment and continues to 
help us in our daily walks. This was 
especially true on Friday night when we 
had the privilege of walking to the base 
of Kitchen Mesa and participating in our 
annual campout. We headed out after a 
quick bout with low ropes and arrived 
just at sunset. We then built our fire and 
it is from there that we draw our 
inspiration for this epistle. 

With that, we are brought fairly up- 
to-date, though we prophesy that many 
more useful and interesting things will 
happen before we depart on Sunday 


morning. For instance, we have been quite 


tradition— 


assured that the JYF skit-winning streak 
has reached its peak and it is now our 
year. This afternoon will serve as a final 
cool down in which we can sit back and 
relax from our hectic schedule. Planned 
activities include an interest group with 
Rwanda genocide survivor Cecile, a 
henna session with Carol Clinkenbeard, 
a discussion with plenary speaker Jane 
Orion Smith, and, the SYF favorite, 
Meeting for Business for Nap. The day 
will then proceed with the ever frantic 
skit planning session at 6:30 and the 
creativity night’s friendly competition. 
After that we are up for a night of worship 
sharing, love, hugs, and craziness as we 
bid our final farewells. Thus, with the 
rising of the sun and the cleaning of the 
long house we say adios to a most 
inspiring, enlightening, and generally 
incredible year. —Yours in the Light, The 
Sentor Young Friends. 


The future is up to us.... 


Your help is needed is needed to ensure the future of Friends 
Bulletin. 

What you pay to subscribe to this magazine covers only half of our 
costs. One fifth of our income comes from Yearly Meeting subsidies 
and three fifths come from advertising, sales of our special publications, 
and donors. 

Donations from Friends like you have enabled us to publish books 
and pamphlets that have not only been well received, they have also 
generated $25,000 in income over the past five years. 

The Board of Friends Bulletin feels that this experiment in book 
publishing deserves to be expanded. We are calling this work our “NEW 
MILLENNIUM PUBLICATION PROJECT.” 

Having published two successful books, as well as two successful pamphlets, Friends Bulletin is in a 
good position to tap Quaker funding sources to expand our publishing venture. So far, Friends have 
donated nearly $2,000 in support of our special publications. We need to raise an additional $8,000 so that 
we can apply for matching grants. With $20,000, we can publish one or more books and two more 
pamphlets over the next five years. 

By becoming a Charter Member of our NEw MILLENNIUM PUBLICATION PROJECT, you will help provide 
high quality, relevant books and pamphlets that speak to the concerns not only of Western Friends but 
also of Friends (and non-Friends) everywhere. 

As a Charter Member of our NEw MILLENNIUM PUBLICATION PROJECT, you will also receive an 
acknowledgement in our next publication, indicating your support for our work. If you donate $75 or more 
you will also receive a free copy of any book or pamphlet currently published by Friends Bulletin. 

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation today to Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St, Torrance 
CA 90505. The future is up to you, and together we can make a difference. 
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A Weighty Friend Becomes a Buoyant Friend 
Thanks to the Children of Yearly Meeting... 


by Nancy Marshall 
Phoenix (AZ) Meeting 


Weighty Friend sat 

in the business 
meeting at the Annual 
Gathering, close to the 
front as befits a Weighty 
Friend, but off to the side 
near the windows to catch 
a bit of the refreshing 
breeze that wafted in from 
far across the canyon and 
rippled through the 
cottonwood trees. 

They were discussing 
whether to increase the 
assessment. It had been 
discussed last year and our 
Weighty Friend did not believe there 
would be movement on the matter this 
year. Still, despite the irritating prick of 
a no-see-um that seemed to come from 
elsewhere, the Weighty Friend sat in 
business meeting. 


Ending to the Story #1: 


Fast forward a year to the next 
Annual Gathering. Our Weighty Friend 
is standing in the lunch line after a 
tedious session at meeting for business 
in which they discussed the assessment 
and did not come to a resolution on the 
issue. As he stood in line, some rowdy 
kids ran past, bumping into our Weighty 
Friend, not saying, “Excuse me,” and 
leaving our Weighty Friend feeling 
irritated. 


The End #1 

Or: 

Ending to the Story #2: 

Back in the business meeting, our 


Weighty Friend, for a reason inexplicable 
to him, rose quietly from his seat and 
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discreetly exited via the nearest door. He 
decided that his mind was muddled. He 
had been a faithful member of the 
Religious Society of Friends for over 30 
years and had faithfully attended Yearly 
Meeting and the business meetings for a 
long time. But he was losing his faith. 
He was tired. He decided to walk and 
clear his thoughts. 

As chance would have it, he 
wandered over to the area where the creek 
usually runs. Upstream he saw a bunch 
of young people, probably children (he 
didn’t pay much attention) in what looked 
like a group game of some sort. He 
found a shady spot by the dry, 
southwestern creek and sat down. 

Suddenly, he became aware of a 
young boy hunched nearby, throwing 
stones angrily into the dry creek bed. The 
boy’s face was dirty and tear-stained. Our 
Weighty Friend’s curiosity and concern 
were piqued. He asked, “Aren’t you 
supposed to be with those kids over 
there?” 

“Yeah, but they don't like me,” said 
the boy, this time grabbing a stick and 
wrenching it in two. 

“Do they know you are over here?” 

“Nah, they don’t care.” The boy sat 
down and hunkered into a serious glower. 


Our Weighty Friend, 
who.had infact. béenea 
weighty child with many 
unhappy childhood memor- 
ies, decided to bite the 
Friendly bullet and get better 
acquainted. 

“I’m Quinton Quaker,” 
he said to the boy. “What's 
your name?” 

“Joe Lonely,” was the 
quiet reply. 

“Well, I care about you,” 
proffered our Weighty 
Friend tentatively. And 
suddenly, from deep inside 
his weighty chest, he knew 
that he did care. 

They chatted for a bit 
about the creek and rocks and built a little 
cairn, maybe for some rabbits who found 
this to be a safe crossing place. Joe calmed 
down, and after a while, Quinton put his 
arm around Joe’s shoulder, gave him an 
awkward but heartfelt hug, and suggested 
they go back to the group. At the group, 
Quinton found an adult with the 
children—from Quinton’s own meeting, 
coincidentally—who looked overworked, 
understaffed, and a bit frazzled. A few 
other adult volunteers were also with the 
children. 

“I found Joe, here,” offered Quinton 
to the frazzled adult. 

“Oh, thanks, I didn’t realize he was 
gone. Hey, Joe, we're just going for 
snacks. OK with you?” 

Joe said “yes” and walked back toward 
the cantina with the adult and the other 
kids. It was not a perfect re-entry, but it 
was safe, and Joe felt better. 

Quinton breathed a Weighty sigh and 
looked out across the meadow. Facing 
him not 20 feet away was Jesus Christ, in 
a long white robe, flowing dark hair, and 
hovering slightly above the ground. 
Suddenly Quinton felt guilty. Should he 
have stayed in business meeting? “Lord, 
I’m sorry about business meeting. I just 
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felt like leaving. I don’t know what came 
over me. Sorry, I'll go right back.” 

“Oh me dear Weighty Friend,” smiled 
the Lord. “Didn't you realize that the no- 
see-um was my way of calling you here 
to Joe? I am so glad— no, really, really 
glad—that you showed up.” 


Fast Forward to the next Annual 
Gathering. Our Weighty Friend Quinton 
is standing in line after doing a stint with 
the children’s program. Actually, he felt 
his “gift” was with toddlers, so he had 
sat and held babies for two hours. He’s 
feeling tired but pretty ok. He overhears 
while standing in line that there was 
some movement on the assessment issue. 
Suddenly, a bunch of rowdy kids runs by, 


and one of them bumps into him. The 


boy is about to spin off, but he turns, 
breaks into a huge grin, and says, “Hey, 
Quinton, remember me? I’m Joe.” and Joe 
puts a big hug around Quinton’s weighty 
middle. Quinton says, “Hi, Joe, great to 
see you,” returns the hug, and watches 
with an unexpected tear in his eye as Joe 
goes off with his pals. He turns his face 
away from other Friends, embarrassed to 
be dewy-eyed. 

On the fence railing next to the lunch 
line, there was Jesus again. “Hello, 
Quinton,” said Jesus, smiling. “How it 
go this year?” 

“Much better,” said Quinton. 
“Thank you, Lord. Really, really, really 
Thanks.” 


The End #2. 


Friends Get 
Acquainted with 
Quaker Oaks Farm 


by Sharlene Roberts-Caudle 
Visalia (CA) Meeting 


cool breeze whispering through sun- 
dappled leaves of the massive Quaker 
Oak, the calls of peacocks fanning their 
elaborate plumage, Native Americans 
singing and playing traditional instruments, 
the hush felt within homes with walls of 
earth—all were among the wealth of 
impressions that met visitors to Quaker Oaks 
Farm during the “Get Acquainted with 
Quaker Oaks Farm” weekend on April 23". 
An abbreviated board meeting allowed 
the Pacific Friends Outreach Society board 
members to meet with over a dozen visitors 
from Southern California Quarterly Meeting. 
Friends strolled down Quaker Oaks 
Lane to visit the community next door to 
Quaker Oaks Farm. This 30-acre 
subdivision, “Kaweah Friends Association,” 
is in the process of becoming home to several 
Quaker and like-minded families. Friends 
first visited Mark and Linda Koenig’s nearly 
complete adobe block home. Smooth 
buckskin-colored plaster walls with rounded 
corners contrast with the exposed adobe 
block. Linda and Mark are doing some of 
the finish work themselves, including tiling 
the shower. 
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. Koa Dunn bid David Cade with fe a Friend 
at Quaker Oaks Farm 


Mark led visitors through the stone fruit 
orchard and showed off his mulch projects. 
A new dump trailer will aid his manure tea 
brewer project. The Koenigs joined a 
Community Supported Agriculture 
organization (CSA) and will help provide 
produce for the CSA’s 100 plus clients. Mark 
says that he will be ready to supply Quaker 
Oaks Farm visitors with fruit from his orchard 
by fall! 

The group meandered down the 
promenade past the Davis’ electrical panel 
box (the Davis family is putting the finishing 
touches on plans for a two-family straw bale 
home) and the Reyna’s barn, to be welcomed 
at the end of the lane by Klara East. The 
Easts’ rammed earth home has a view of 
Kaweah Oaks Preserve, the 320 acre nature 
preserve owned and managed by local 
Sequoia Riverlands Trust. 


“We haven't used heat or cooling for 
months,” Klara told everyone. The 18" thick 
walls moderate the outside temperature so 
that the hydronic/radiant floor heating 
system hasn't been used. The cedar used to 
side the garage and as trim was sawn from 
discarded telephone poles, and hand-worked 
iron provides functional embellishment where 
recycled beams are joined. 

Back at Quaker Oaks Farm the sheep 
watched curiously as visitors walked through 
the stands of Christmas trees to stand under 
the roof of the first building project on the 
site—a large pavilion built in part by work 
camps. Used now by Native Americans and 
the Visalia Friends Meeting, the pavilion is 
available to Quaker organizations that wish 
to meet at Quaker Oaks Farm. 

Friends just had time to walk the site 
before the 6:00 p.m. potluck. Southern 
California Friends met with members of the 
Visalia Friends Meeting, neighbors from the 
Kaweah Friends community, and members 
of the local Native American tribe to join 
hands in silent worship before sharing a meal. 
After eating together everyone gathered to 
learn from the Wukchumni who attended, 
Lalo and Darlene Franco with their three 
children, Yonica, Lahoci and Kawanish, ages 
15 through adult. Each one is working toward 
shared goals of increasing education for their 
people and of preserving their culture and 
language. The Wukchumni people are 
looking forward to building a traditional 
roundhouse on the site and sharing their 
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Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting Visitors 


Frances McAllister: A Friend Indeed 


iends were delighted to see FRANCES MCALLISTER at Inter- 

mountain YM. At 94, Frances is one of our beloved elders. Young 
Friends aptly described her as “an amazing and generous lady with a 
kind heart and delightful sense of humor ” (p. 14). Frances encour- 
aged Friends to gather at Ghost Ranch in 1970, first as Intermoun- 
tain Friends Fellowship, which became IMYM in 1975. She served 
as clerk of IMYM in 1979 and 1984-65. 

Frances discovered Quakers through her husband John, a birth- 
right Friend, when they were students at UCLA. She and her hus- 
band attended Orange Grove Meeting in Pasadena, CA. After her 
husband passed away in 1953, Frances continued to be involved 
with Friends in many ways, including serving on the AFSC Africa 
panel from 1964-68. In 1967 she moved permanently to Arizona and 
helped found Flagstaff Meeting. 

Frances has worked for and contributed generously to good causes 
all her life. She has been especially concerned about the arts, educa- 
tion, children, and the environment. In the 1950s she was a founder 
and board member of Quaker-inspired Pacific Oaks (a nursery school 
and college for the preparation of teachers in early childhood educa- 
tion). One of her proudest achievements was the creation of a 200- 
acre arboretum in Flagstaff. The arboretum contains a log house (for- 
merly her summer home) and a horticultural center. 

Frances’ contributions to Ghost Ranch have led to many im- 
provements, including the accessible hardened surface path way from 
Lower Pavilion to the Dining Hall and up to the Arts Building. 

During our YM session at Ghost Ranch, a special meeting took 
place for those who know and wanted to express appreciation to 
Frances. The room was packed with over 37 people. Friends shared 
memories and expressed gratitude to this “amazing and generous 
lady” for her commitment to Friends and to Quaker values.—Anthony 


Manousos, Editor of Friends Bulletin. Te Vo Tod Giese 
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CeEcILeE NyiRAMANA from Rwanda Yearly 
Meeting (above). “Though she lived through 
the terrible genocide inflicted on her nation 
ten years ago, she brought news of hope and 
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healing. Her programs, sponsored by 
Rwandan Friends and supported by Friends 
in our own Yearly Meeting and around the 
world, have brought women on both sides of 
the ethnic conflict together to share their 
stories and work toward peace and 
reconciliation. Surely this soft-spoken, gentle 
Friend is an example of the prophetic 
witness” (IMYM Epistle 2005). 

Cecile turned to the Quaker faith in 
2000 after years of personal and political 
suffering in Rwanda. Born in 1969 in Kigali, 
the Rwandan capital, she survived the 1994 
Rwandan genocide, which resulted in the 
deaths of some 800,000 people, mainly Tutsi 
Rwandans killed by Hutu Rwandans. Her 
husband has been in prison since 1999 along 
with thousands of others rounded up in the 


years after the war as the government has 
tried to find the guilty. He is of Hutu descent. 
Cecile, who is of Tutsi descent, has been 
working to help the two sides in the conflict 
come to terms with the past. 

Speaking of the peace work sponsored 
by the African Great Lakes Initiative 
(AGLI), Cecile writes: “Thus, like the early 
churches, we are going to be able to attract 
peacemakers to us. We will have gathered a 
large army to build, promote, and maintain 
peace in our respective countries, in our 
Africa, and in the whole world. Why not?” 

For more info, contact African Great 
Lakes Initiative of the Friends Peace Teams, 
3031 Laclede Station Road, St Louis, MO 63143; 
or call 314-645-0336 or send an email to 
davidzarembka@juno.com.O 
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Dorotny Day was sent by Friends World 
Committee for Consultation (FWCC) as 
the official visitor to Intermountain YM. 
Feeling a deep connection between the 
beauty of Ghost Ranch and our call to 


prophetic witness, Dorothy writes: 


We met at Ghost Ranch, New Mexico 
under the shadow of the frequently-painted 
mountain the Pedernal. The amazing red 
cliffs striped with cream colored rocks rising 
with great textures set the scene for my 
worship-sharing group to ponder the Old 
Testament. 

Have you read Isaiah 42 lately? Start 
with verse 15. 

® T will lay waste the mountains and 

hills and dry up all their vegetation; I 

will turn rivers into islands and dry up 

the pools. 
"© T will lead the blind by ways they 
have not known, along unfamiliar paths 

I will guide them; I will turn the darkness 

into light before them and make the 

rough places smooth. These are the 
things I will do; I will not forsake them. 

When you are sitting out in the bone- 
dry air of New Mexico’s mountains, this is a 
powerful passage. For me this had added 
power because it is God’s voice crying out, 
laying waste to the mountains and the hills. 
Looking out over the hay field at Pedernal, I 
could hear the power of the book calling out 
to each of us to arise, get moving, and cry out 
with God. 

Several in our worship-sharing group 
saw the movie Hofe/ Rwanda about the 
genocide in Rwanda. Others attended an 
interest group on how to organize a Quaker 
conference against torture of prisoners. The 
keynote address called us to prophetic 
witness. Each of these things called to me 
and others there to speak out and feel the 
power of God’s voice as it vibrated from the 
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Left to right: DAVID PERKINS with NICHOLAS 
Wricut. David, a member of Pima Meeting 
in Tucson, AZ, did alternative service with 
the AFSC in Mexico from 1955-57. There 
he met and married his wife Sabina at the 
Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City in 1959. 
David has been involved with the AFSC in 
many capacities ever since. 

Nicholas recently became a member of 
Mexico City Meeting and Young Friend in 
Residence at the Casa (which will celebrate 
its 50th anniversary next year). A birthright 
Friend, Nicholas came to the Casa four years 
ago as a backpacker, and last year drove 270 
copies of the Meeting’s Spanish translation 
of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Fe y Practica 
[Faith and Practice] from Mexico City to Los 
Angeles in a 1981 Volkswagen running on 
vegetable oil. Nicholas attended IMYM (his 
first Yearly Meeting) through its Memorial 
Scholarship Fund for Heberto Sein, a 
beloved Mexican Friend.O 


editor of Friends Bulletin.O 


Intermountain Yearly Meeting Friends 
\ Visit Local Sufis 


Thirty Intermountain YM Friends went to visit RAHMAN Lutz, BENJAMIN and RABIA 
VAN HaTTuM, Sufis (Muslim mystics) living in Abiquiu, New Mexico. These deeply 
spiritual and highly gifted musicians play Islamic religious music from Turkey and other 
regions with a group called the Zvek Ensemble (see www.zevk505.com). They have 
recorded CDs and given concerts at schools, libraries, colleges and other venues. They 
graciously provided hospitality (cookies and tea) at their yurt (a reception area, not their 
usual dwelling) and answered questions on a wide range of topics ranging from the role of 
women in Islam to the teachings and life of the Prophet Mohammad. This field trip was 
part of a workshop on “Islam from a Quaker Perspective” given by Anthony Manousos, 


ANDREW PETERSON (above) is not a first-time 
visitor— this is his fifth IMYM annual 
session— but this is his first attendance as an 
intern for the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation (FCNL). He helped get people 
involved in writing to their members of 
Congress to urge them to oppose the new 
nuclear weapon called the “bunker buster.” 
He also led an interest group for the Senior 
Young Friends, helped at the letter-writing 
table, and shepherded through a minute on 
withdrawing troops from Iraq. Andrew grew 
up in Denver and attended Mountain View 
Friends Meeting before heading off to 
Haverford College. He has been an intern at 
FCNL in Washington, DC, for 10 months, 
working with a lobbyist on nuclear weapons 
issues. 
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FRIENDLY RESPONSES 


CONCERN ABOUT ERRORS IN 
ARTICLE ON ATOMIC TESTING 


Dear Friends, 

The material in the article about the 
Atomic Testing Museum (Friends Bulletin 
May, p. 18) raises important issues, but it 
also contains some misinformation that needs 
to be corrected, for it does not aid the cause 
of disarmament to make arguments based 
on inaccuracies. 

It is not quite true to say that the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombs were 
“affectionately” named Fat Man and Little 
Boy. The first two bomb designs developed 
at Los Alamos got those names both for code 
or secrecy purposes and to make them feel 
more familiar to the Manhattan Project 
engineers and scientists, not quite the same 
thing as making them objects of affection. 

The statement that a 242 megaton 
bomb was exploded at the Nevada Test Site 
must have come from mishearing or 
misreading some information. According to 
data compiled by the Oklahoma 
Department of Geology and widely 
referenced on anti-nuclear sites, the largest 
nuclear explosion ever was 58 megatons by 
the USSR in 1961 and the second largest 
was 20 megatons by the USSR in 1962. 
These gigantic explosions actually helped 
push world opinion toward the Limited Test 
Ban treaty in 1963. The largest explosions 
by the United States were in the 10-15 
megaton range in the Pacific in the early 
1950s. 

It doesn’t make much sense to say that 
one US submarine can destroy 6000 cities. 
As of 2002, there were 432 submarine 
launched ballistic missiles in the US arsenal 
with 3120 warheads. If each of the eighteen 
submarines mentioned carries the same 
armament, one sub could theoretically 
destroy 173 targets. However, there are limits 
on the geographic spread that is possible from 
the warheads on any single missile. 

The current total of deployed, 
immediately useable nuclear warheads for 
the United States is immense, but it is far 
under the peak of 15,748 in 1975 (Natural 
Resources Defense Council data). One may 
disagree with the current administration’s 
military policy, as I do most strenuously, but 
it did formally agree with Russia in the Treaty 
of Moscow in 2002 to make further 
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reductions in deployed warheads, to a level 
between 1700 and 2200. 

Mary Jorgenson is correct that much of 
the testing in Nevada was aimed at 
developing tactical nuclear weapons. The 
military thinking may have been flawed, but 
the goal was to provide NATO with 
weapons that could stop a Soviet/Warsaw 
Pact attack in Germany without resorting to 
the massive retaliation of strategic nuclear 
weapons. 

I’m very conscious of the need for 
precision about military matters because | 
am the co-author of a college-level US history 
textbook that is successful enough to be 
entering its fourth edition. I am responsible 
for the chapters beginning with World War 
I and running to the present. The challenge 
is how to present material on issues that I 
care about deeply, such as nuclear 
disarmament or the death penalty, in a way 
that is factually accurate and notes 
progressive alternatives without laying myself 
open to accusations of left-wing bias and 
thereby losing the very audience whose 
thinking I am trying to nudge. 

For an equally chilling experience to pair 
with the Atomic Testing Museum, I suggest 
the Titan Missile Museum south of Tucson, 
where visitors can view a decommissioned 
Titan ICBM in its vast underground silo and 
experience the steps in a launch 
countdown.—Car/l Abbott, Multnomah 
Meeting, Portland, OR. 


MINUTES ON [IRAQ AND 
TREATMENT OF DETAINEES 
APPROVED BY FRIENDS MEETINGS 


Tempe (AZ) MEETING approved a minute in 
support of the FCNL position calling for 
Congress to attach a resolution to the lag 
spending bill that states that the policy of the 
United States is “to withdraw all military 
troops and bases from Iraq. a4 


We deplore the continued bloodshed that 
has taken the lives of thousands in Iraq. We 
hear that two thousand “enemy combatants” 
are arrested or killed each month, as ifit makes 
no difference whether they are arrested or killed. 
Meanwhile, scores of innocent Iraqis are 
bombed each month and too many of our own 
military service people are maimed and killed. 
Continued violence and the use of violence to 
combat it doesn't heal, but creates the seeds of 
resentment that leads to more violence. Military 


force will not kill a movement based on 
martyrdom. Martyrdom arises from a desire to 
regain control amidst a feeling of vulnerability 
due to poverty, inadequate public services, and 
foreign occupation.... We call on the United 
States and new Iraqi governments to seek 
dialogue with those disaffected as well as those 
who rely on violence by working to overcome 
their sense of poverty and hopelessness to 
develop a road map to peace that might be 
embraced by all Iraqis. —Ann Hardt, clerk. 


Monterey Peninsula (CA) Friends Meeting 
approved the following minute on the 
treatment of detainees, which was published 
in the local newspaper: 


The members of the Monterey 
Peninsula Friends (Quaker) Meeting are 
appalled at the brutal and obscene treatment 
of detainees in US custody in Baghdad, 
Guantanamo and Afghanistan. Particularly 
alarming are disclosures that US authorities 
have secretly flown detainees to Egypt, Syria 
and other countries where they were tortured 
by local jailers and later returned to US 
custody. 

We are further appalled by the recent 
disclosure of how the Administration has 
moved to weaken the Geneva Conventions 
on treatment of prisoners, and to narrow the 
definition of torture. A recent finding by 
White House counsel concluded that the 
president has the right to override the 
Geneva prohibition on torture. As we learn 
more of the brutality inflicted on detainees 
by US military personnel, we see a direct link 
to the “findings” of the Administration which 
weaken US support of international law as 
reflected in the Geneva Conventions. 

We support the military tribunals’ efforts 
to punish US military personnel involved in 
the brutality against detainees. We believe 
that this matter will be laid to rest, however, 
only when the American people learn what 
orders on detainee treatment were issued by 
the Secretary of Defense. 

We see all these events as extremely 
serious, both for us as American citizens and 
for the US image through the years as a 
standard for how a great democracy should 
behave. We do not believe our war against 
terrorism can succeed if we abandon such 
fundamental American principles as 
prisoners’ rights to humane treatment and to 
an open and reasonably speedy trial for the 
crimes of which they are accused. O 
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Book REVIEW 


Sleeping in the Larder, a chapbook of poetry 
by Judy Ray. Van Zora Press, 2005, $5.00. 
Review by Phyllis Hoge, Albuquerque 
(NM) Meeting. 


me this seems a remarkable and lovely 

book, partly because it is not so much 

about its professed subject—a Sussex 

childhood—as it is about the physical 

experience of time. I was first amazed— 

jolted—by the discovery implicit in these 
lines: 


The oak beams, which have supported 
simple lives in this house for three 
hundred years, creak a little in this night 
in this century. 


Suddenly I was hearing that slight sound 
simultaneously in the eighteenth century and 
in this one. This is not reminiscence; this is 
miracle—two widely separated times joined 
in one moment, in one sound, in one enduring 
physical fact. I find the same excitement in 
an earlier phrase in the same poem: 
“stumble/ against that tangible silence,” 
where the words create a physical, bodily 
effect out of what senses do not, cannot, 
sense. 

Judy Ray again treats the problem of 
time in “Great Allfields in the Thirties” as 
the past, known abstractly in the mind, fades 
physically in a sepia print, “behind the scene” 
where the now known future is implicit. 
What a wonder! 

In the title poem she writes about how 
“we do not know what we purely know.” We 
are not always able to tell the difference 
between our own felt and trusted memory of 
the past and our mental memory of stories 
told us about that past. Both exist in the 
mind, yet only one exists in the body. 

The same thing happens in the images 
of other poems. Moreover, I do not 
experience these images as sensed pictures 
merely. What to me is exciting is that the 
images express exactly the nature of time 
because they express it physically. 

Such a sensed memory is incorporated, 
actually and literally cw¢, into the body in her 
poem about a child’s blood-bonding 
ceremony, a pact about trust, about the 
future. The same evocation of the abstract 
by the physical occurs in “Hands,” which can 
“speak for the deaf” the abstract words they 
cannot hear or “read for the blind” the abstract 
words they cannot see. In another poem, the 
very petals of blue flowers fade to white, the 
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way ‘the soft voice fade(s) to a whisper, each 
time.” 

Finally, in “Inherited Dream” Judy Ray 
records a dream her mother told her, i.e. a 
verbal abstraction, which became her own 
physically expressed fear, because she 
“transposed the scene to a film of the mind/ 
that could start any time.” This is what is to 
me exciting about these poems: they arouse 
in my body a physical response as they enter 
into my mind, evoking and enriching my 
understanding of my own experience of time 
as they tell me about hers. O 


Introduction to a Deeper Communion, by 
Marcelle Martin. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#366 (2003).$4.00. Review by Nicholas 
Dewey, Santa Barbara Meeting for Worship. 
Wiese Martin should be well known 
to Friends for her travels in the 
ministry and for her work with children at 
Friendship House in an impoverished 
section of Philadelphia. She is currently 
completing a book on women mystics. 

The leading to write this pamphlet, she 
tells us, came to her “when she recognized 
that several different groups to which she 
had belonged had each experienced a call to 
worship together for extended periods.” 
From this followed her own exploration of 
the worship experiences of her 
contemporaries, and also of those recorded 
by early Friends such as Howgill, Barclay 
and Fox himself. It was among them, she 
writes, that the “divine invitation to worship 
in communion with the eternal Wisdom and 
Power” achieved such intensity and 
transforming effect. 

Moving from that historical background 
to the present time, Marcelle urges us to join 
in renewing the “bright flames of Quakerism” 
and restoring its spiritual vitality of old. For 
this to be accomplished it is needful for us to 
respond to her “invitation to a deeper 
communion” and re-learn the practice of 
worshipping in groups for as much two or 
even three hours at a time. Her personal 
involvement with a number of different 
meetings (mostly in Pennsylvania) who have 
been worshipping thus is described in some 
detail, thereby convincing the reader beyond 
doubt that none of this is mere theory. Her 
recollections of how certain individuals were 
deeply affected by God’s presence in such 
lengthy meetings will inspire and move, and 
perhaps even astound, the reader. 

This essay is not only commendable for 
its orderly structure and clarity of style, it is 


also written from the heart, a persuasive appeal 
for Friends to deepen their spiritual lives. To 
fully absorb its prophetic message it should 
be read and re-read over again.O 


“Quaker Oaks Farm,” cont. from p. 17 


knowledge of traditional cultural practices 
and beliefs about the environment. 

Says Lalo, “We need to change the way 
people use the earth; we should not demand 
more from the earth than it can give.” 

The family shared cradleboards and 
baskets old and new. Participants passed 
around wreaths of grasses and bark strips 
gathered locally and used for basket making. 
The family used traditional rhythm 
instruments made from elderberry bushes 
and gourds and sang songs of thanksgiving 
to “Grandfather and Grandmother,” 
Wukchumni expressions for God, for the 
earth and all the good things on it. 

The youngest member of the family, 
Kawanish, explained that he is a storyteller 
and told a traditional story of how humans 
received their hands. 

For nearly seven years dedicated 
Friends have donated thousands of dollars 
and labored thousands of hours in the hope 
that Quaker Oaks Farm can serve Pacific 
Yearly Meeting as a home. If spending in 
excess of $100,000 each year for Pacific 
Yearly Meeting’s annual conference is not to 
be seen as an act of self-indulgence, then it 
must bear fruit. After 59 years of paying for 
space for one week each year, has the time at 
last come for Pacific Yearly Meeting to 
instead maintain an enduring presence in 
the west? This is the question presented to 
those who will attend Pacific Yearly 
Meeting’s 2005 gathering. 0 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


Mary Kay Harvey 


Kay Harvey, member of San Francisco 
Meeting, died on January 11, 2005. She was 
born Mary Kathryn Ostenfeld on June 21, 
1921, in Highland Park, Michigan, the fourth 
of five children. Her parents were Helen 
Hayes and William Ostenfeld. Her father 
worked for the Ford Motor Plant and was 
also a teacher. 

Kay graduated from nursing school at 
Mercy College and joined the Navy during 
World War II. She was stationed in the 
Pacific, on Oahu, where she met a handsome 
young doctor, William Arthur Harvey. She 


Ze 


broke off an engagement with a young 
fellow back home and married Bill in 
Waipahu, Hawaii, on June 7,1944. 

Kay and Bill moved to New York City 
and later lived in various communities in the 
Philadelphia area, where they raised five 
children, Mary Margaret, Anne Therese, 
Mary Catherine, Elizabeth Hayes (“Lisa”), 
and William Arthur (“Bill”). 

It was in the early 1970s that Kay first 
attended Valley Friends Meeting 
(Pennsylvania). She had planned to 
continue on to a Catholic Mass that day, 
but she was warmly welcomed at the 
meeting and there she stayed. The clerk of 
that Meeting, Alice Walkling, still 
remembers Kay fondly as a friend and a 
Friend who was sensitive to the presence 
and availability of God’s protection, even in 
times of trouble. 

Kay became a member of Valley 
Meeting in the summer of 1974. She moved 
to San Francisco and transferred her 
membership to San Francisco Meeting in 
1985. During her years in San Francisco, 
she served on the Adult Religious 
Education, Ministry and Oversight, and 
Newsletter Committees. She spent some 
time at both the Pendle Hill and Ben 
Lomond Quaker Centers. 

During the last five years of her life, 
after a stroke, Kay was given the hard task 
of living without being able to speak. With 
her flair for dramatic gesture, with winks and 
grins and grimaces, she continued to 
communicate her love and delight—and 
occasional impatience—to others. 

Her daughter Lisa recounted how 
Kay gave the usual maternal advice: ‘Don't 
buy cheap shoes’, ‘Listen to the teacher’, 
and ‘Take a deep breath and let it out 
really slow.’ “One of the best pieces of 
advice she gave me was the short prayer, 
‘Lord, show me the way.’ She told it to me 
over the phone during one of those dark 
nights of the soul, but, of course, it works 
in any situation.” Another of her sayings 
was: ‘If Love be your star, the winds of 
time will bear you to Paradise.” O 


LEONA DorotTHy HARVEY 


Leona Dorothy Harvey will long be 
remembered for her passion for peace and 
justice in the Middle East. She was born on 
November 15, 1922 in Princeton, Minnesota 
to Adolph and Ina Anderson. She married 
Ellis Elson Harvey on January 24, 1945 in 
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Elko, Nevada. Together they raised four 
children. Lynn Diane, born June 20, 1947 
(married Howard Deason in 1964)., Kent 
Ellis born May 19, 1949, Neil Eldon born 
August 11, 1953 and Laurie Lee born July 
7, 1957. Leona and her husband had a 
sugarless chewing gum factory located near 
the Palo Alto airport. 

Leona became a member of the Palo 
Alto Friends Meeting by convincement on 
October 25, 1968. She was active in the Palo 
Alto Friends Meeting from the time she first 
started attending until she moved out of the 
area in 1989. She served on the Hospitality 
(1968, 1969), Adult Education (1970, 1971, 
1977), Peace and Social Action (1970, 1971, 
1983), and the Master Plan Committees 
(1979). The Meeting lost touch with her in 
her final years and we later learned that she 
died in 2001 or 2002. 

Her passion was peace and justice for 
the oppressed people of the Middle East. 
She held at least two fund-raising breakfasts 
inher Portola Valley home. The first was on 
April 13, 1975 to raise money for prostheses 
for Vietnamese children injured during the 
war. Another fund-raising brunch was held 
on April 18, 1982 for relief of Lebanese 
wounded and homeless. During the later half 
of the 1970s and early 1980s she took up 
the cause for peace in the Middle East and 
began to educate members and attenders of 
the plight of the Palestinians. She invited 
well known speakers, initiated a letter writing 
campaign and sought priority of Middle East 
issues at Pacific Yearly Meeting in 1981.0 


CALENDAR ITEMS 


Auc 1-6: Pactric YEARLY MEETING 
ANNUAL SESSION in Mt. Madonna Center 
in Watsonville, CA. 


Auc 16-24: WorLD GATHERING OF YOUNG 
FRIENDS, Lancaster University, Great 
Britain. 


AvuG19-21: MONTANA GATHERING OF 
Frrenps, Lucock Park, MT. 


AuG 29-Sep 5: THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
Workcamp SERVICE, through Spirit, in 
community. David Forbes. Quaker Center, 
Ben Lomond, CA. Quakercenter.org. 


SEPT 23-25: ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE: 
Tue Basic TRAINING. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. Quakercenter.org. 


September 23-25: Northwest Quarterly 
Meeting Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center, 


near Ellensburg, WA. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Publications 


QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIPPING 
FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free sample avail- 
able upon request. Join our family of Friends for one 
year (10 issues) at $24. For information contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 
VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and out- 
of-print journals, history, religion. Contact us 
for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe St, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435-3499. 
E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 
JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE 
ARTS ($25/year), and share your work with 
Friends in our exciting quarterly, “Types & 
Shadows.” Seeking short fiction & non-fiction, 
poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chapter in Quaker 
History! More info: FQA, 1515 Cherry St, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email submissions 
OK. <fqa@quaker.org> <www.quaker.org/fqa> 


Friends Journal has published 
“Quaker Thought and Life 
M Today” for nearly 50 years, suc 
} ceeding periodicals thar date | 
' from the roth century. Learn | 
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more about Quaker concerns 
and activities through this monthly maga- 
zine. Save 42 percent off the cover price. 
Receive 12 issues (one full year) for only 
$35. Contact: Friends Journal, Dept. FB, 
1216 Arch Street, 2a, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Schools, Retreat Centers, Camps, and 


Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal re- 
treats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and 
our own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among 
the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336- 
8333. http://www.quakercenter.org. 
RAE 

FRIENDS HOUSE IS A MULTILEVEL RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY offering independent living apart- 
ments and houses, an assisted care living facility, 
skilled nursing, and an adult day services pro- 
gram serving residents and the wider Santa Rosa, 
CA community. Located in Santa Rosa, Friends 
House is easily accessible to San Francisco, the 
Pacific Coast, redwood forests, and the vine- 
yards of Sonoma and Napa counties. Friends 
House is owned and operated by Friends Asso- 
ciation of Services for the Elderly (FASE), a 
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California not-for-profit corporation. The fa- 
cility and Board of Directors are strongly influ- 
enced by Quaker traditions. The welfare and 
growth of persons within an environment which 
stresses independence is highly valued. Tour 
Friends House at our website at 
www.friendshouse.org. Friends House, 684 
Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 707- 
538-0152. 
THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER OFFERS FRIENDS 
EDUCATION TO 16 TO 18 YEAR OLDS FOCUSED 
ON PEACE, JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABILITY WHILE 
LIVING SIMPLY IN COMMUNITY. Four rigorous, 
academic courses yield a full semester of high 
school credit and 120 hours of community service. 
Shows independence and aptitude in a university- 
like setting on college applications. Visit 
www.woolman.org and contact Kathy Runyan at 
530-273-3183. Sliding scale tuition & Quaker 
Scholarships support all qualified teens. 

eK 
WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: alternative, 
accredited high school grades 9-12. Rooted in 
the Quaker spirit of simplicity, community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every per- 
son. Open enrollment. Climate of affirmation. 
3590 W. 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402. 541- 
686-1223. FAX: 541-687-1493. Dennis 
Hoerner, Head. 
ACCOMMODATIONS: WILLIAM PENN House, 
WASHINGTON, DC. Quaker Seminars, youth 
programs, bed and breakfast. 5 blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court and near Smithsonian 
Museums. Shared accommodations for individu- 
als and groups. Gays, lesbians and people of color 
are welcome. 515 East Capitol St. SE, Wash- 
ington, DC 20003, 202-543-5560, FAX 202- 
543-3814, director@wmpennhouse.org, 
www. Quaker.org/penn-house. 
POSITIONS OPEN: Interns: 9-12 month commit- 
ment. Assist with hospitality and seminar plan- 
ning at William Penn. House. Room & board 
with small stipend. Applications from gays, les- 
bians and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks 
from the Capitol, Supreme Court and near the 
Smithsonian Museums. See contact info above. 
ACCOMODATIONS: QUAKER HILL CONFER- 
ENCE CENTER, Richmond, IND, offers over- 
night accommodations for Friends traveling in 
this area. For info and reservations, contact 
QHCC at 765-962-5741, quakerhill@parallax 


or visit our website at www.ghcc.org. 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, diversity, 
gender equity, and the health 
of the planet. 
Nationwide / Canada. All ages. 
Since 1984. 
FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-FB, Lenox Dale, MA 
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WILLIAMJ. Papp PORTLAND FRIENDS SCHOOL, 
located in SW Portland, OR. A Friends school 
for children, grades K-8, rooted in Quaker values. 
Children are provided with a quality academic and 
a developmentally appropriate education. The 
school environment is caring and nurturing with 
strong emphasis on nonviolent conflict resolution. 
For information, contact Judy Smith, 
portlandfriendss@qwest.net or 503-245-8164. 


Services 


JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY Horse ACRES 
FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. All ages wel- 
come. Camps are set up to encourage con- 
fidence in people who are fearful of horses, 
as well as more experienced horse lovers. Learn to see 
the world from the horse’s point of view. Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 360-825-3628. 
E-mail: friendlaverne @friendlyhorseacres.com. 


Tours and Opportunities 


CONSIDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit 
the Quaker community of Monteverde. See the 
cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sarah 
Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011 506-645-5436 or 520- 
364-8694 or E-mail: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
Website: www.crstudytours.com. 

CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, HOME. 
360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft elevation, 
often near perfect weather, among good friends. 
Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N San 
Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, AZ 85607. 
Website: arizonafriends.com. 

PRONIcA FRIENDS WITNESS TRIP TO 
NICARAGUA. July 30 to August 8, 2005. 
Celebrate 5th Annual Achuapa Music Fair 
Learn about social and economic conditions 
Meet ProNica’s project partners. In-country cost 
ONLY $600, plus airfare Reserve your space, 
$100 deposit due June 30, 2005. For itinerary & 
more information, contact: pronica@verizon.net 
or visit www. pronica.org 

QuAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND 
PUBLISHERS. ARE INVITED TO JOIN QUIP 
(QuAKERS UNITING IN PUBLISHING). An 
international “self help” organization of 
theologically diverse Friends concerned with the 
ministry of the written word. Contact Graham 
Garner at grahamG@fgcquaker.org. Website: 
www.quaker.org/quip. 

FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST AS- 
SISTANCE FROM David BROWN, A QUAKER RE- 
ALTOR. David will refer you to a real estate profes- 
sional to assist you with buying and/or selling a 
home anywhere in the USA. E-mail: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 


CusToM CALLIGRAPHY. Marriage certificates; 
celebrations of commitment; naming documents 
for newborn or adopted children. Visit my 


website: www.wynnellewellyn.com or call me to 
discuss your needs: 413-634 5576 


seksi 
THE PEACEABLE TABLE, SUCCESSOR TO THE 
FRIENDLY VEGETARIAN. A monthly online 
journal for vegetarian Quakers and others. 
Articles, recipes, book and film reviews, letters. 
www.vegetarianfriends.net. 


pe sei ee Maka YM 
JOINT SERVICE PROJECT: QUAKER 
WORK CAMPS FOR TEENS AND ADULTS. 
Spring and fall in Mexico, summer with 
Oglala Lakota. Contact Mike Gray. E- 
mail: MGray@afsc.org or 520-907-6321. 
Website: afsc.org 


REDWOOD FOREST FRIENDS MEETING SEEKS 
RESIDENT FRIEND(S) starting December 1, 
2005. Small living quarters provided. Located 
60 miles north of San Francisco and 25 miles 
from Pacific Ocean. Write to Resident Friend 
Liaison, Post Office Box 1831, Santa Rosa, CA 
95402; or avboone@sonic.net 
oR 

EARLHAM SCHOOL OF RELIGION OFFERS 
TWO WEEK INTENSIVE GRADUATE COURSES 
AucusT 1-12 ON CAMPUS IN RICHMOND, IN. 
Available for credit or audit. Deadlines: 
admission 7/4, registration 7/18. August 
offerings are: Intro to Spiritual Formation, 
Writing as Ministry, Pauline Psychagogy: 
Spiritual Formation & Pastoral Care in Early 
Christian Communities, Perspectives in 
Christian Education, Quaker Spirituality, 
Constructive Theology. Find course summary 
information at http://esr.earlham.edu/ 
esr_access/oncampus.html To register or for 
more information contact (800)432-1377 or 
apply at esr.earlham.edu. 


2005 ADVERTISING RATES: $.47per 
word for classifed ads. Minimum 
charge, $9. Box ads: 10% extra. 
Ads should be prepaid, if possible. 
Deadline: six weeks prior to publi- 
cation. DisPLAy ADS: $16 per col- 
umn inch. % page ad (4 x 4%): 


$97—1 column ad (2% x 10): 
$139—2 column ad (5 x 10): 
$239—'% page ad (7%4 x 4%): 
$169—Full page (7% x 10): $299. 
Discounts: 10% for 3 consecutive 
appearances, 25% for 10 consecu- 
tive appearances of ad. 
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Connecting Friends ¢ Crossing Cultures e 


Changing Lives 


Vincula alos Amigos ¢ Sobrepasa Barreras Culturales ¢ Cambia Vidas 


Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTION OF THE AMERICAS 


Comité Mundi 
de los Amigos 


-SECCION DE LAS AMERICAS 


BE PART OF THE WORLD FAMILY OF FRIENDS! 


Experience worship, business and fellowship with Friends from across 

the Americas. Visit local Friends’ churches, and opt for pre or post 
meeting excursions. All sessions conducted bilingually (English/Spanish). 
Information and registration materials available at www.fwccamericas.org 
or by contacting the office. Registration deadline is December 5, 2005. 


Annual 
Meeting 
2006 


Chiquimula, Guatemala 
March 16-19 


I’ve met new Friends, practiced 
my Spanish...savored reunions 
with known Friends, and heard 
some words that inspired and 


challenged me. 


From a first-time attendee at the 
2005 Annual Meeting in Tempe, Arizona 


Local Arrangements Committee 


Friends World Committee for Consultation 
Section of the Americas 

1506 Race Street, Philadelphia PA 19102, USA 
215. 241. 7250 

americas @fwccamericas.org 


www.fwccamericas.org 


